To the Editor: Several of the research studies in the medical field require the assessment of the socioeconomic status (SES), cutting across various specialties. A revision for the widely used Kuppuswamy scale was made available through the journal earlier [1] . An inherent predicament with any print format update of an income scale is that inflation is a dynamic process. With passage of time, any income categories given in a printed text format start losing their validity and may soon lead to errors in classification of the SES.
For example, the base index of inflation on basis of which the Kuppuswamy scale has been updated has changed to a considerable extent when we compare with the available values in published texts. In fact this index keeps changing on a monthly basis. The base index (and consequently the income categories in the scale) has increased by 14 % to 76 % over the values published in latest editions of various textbooks of Community Medicine speciality [2] [3] [4] . Compared to the present value as of June 2013, the use of the scale values published in these sources would represent an error of 12 % to 43 % depending on the source referenced.
For this reason, the revision published earlier had given a formula to enable real-time update of the Kuppuswamy scale [1] . Following requests by researchers, an online tool has been made available to enable a quick and handy real-time update of the scale [5] . This feature represents a novel and interesting linking of the published base article and an online interactive tool, to enhance the validity of the updated scale. The tool is available at the URL www.scaleupdate.weebly. com and the suggested citation has also been provided at the web resource.
